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PEARS Monthly Meeting 
 

All meetings have been suspended  
until further notice due to COVID-19 

Please consult the PEARS website for updates 
 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
2 August SARL HF Phone Contest 

8 - 9 August Worked All Europe DX Contest CW 

9 August SARL YL Sprint 

10 August SARL Youth Sprint 

15 August SARL 95 40m Club Sprint 

16 August SARL HF Digital Contest 

22 – 23 August International Lighthouse Weekend ILLW 

29 – 30 August 
Hamnet Blackout 2020 exercise 

(more info on pages 18 to 21) 

29 – 30 August Worldwide Digi DX Contest (FT4/FT8) 

30 August SARL HF CW Contest 

5 – 6 September IARU Region 1 SSB Fieldday 

12 – 13 September SARL National Fieldday 

12 – 13 September Worked All Europe DX Contest SSB 

16 September SARL 80m Wednesday Club Sprint 

19 - 20 September SARL VHF/UHF Digital Contest 

19 - 20 September SARL All Africa DX Contest 

24 September ZS SOTA Party 

26 – 27 September CQ WW RTTY DX Contest 

1 October SARL 80m QSO Party 

3 October AWA AM Valve QSO Party 

4 October AWA SSB Valve QSO Party 

4 October RSGB International DX Contest 

10 October SARL Spring QRP Contest 

17 – 18 October Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) 

24 – 25 October CQ WW DX Contest SSB 

25 October PEARS HF Contest 

31 October SARL 95 40m Club Sprint 

7 November RaDAR Challenge 

14 – 15 November SARL VHF/UHF Analogue Contest 

21 November SARL Newbie Party 

28 – 29 November CQ WW DX Contest CW 

 

All PEARS supported sports events of the coming months  
have been cancelled or postponed 
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CHARIMAN’S REPORT 2019/2020 
 
Good day to you all. We again have come to the end of another year, one with many ups 
and downs. One of the downs is that we had two members who became silent keys during 
the year, namely Barry Jackson (ZS2H) and Phil Hopper (ZS2PP). Our thoughts are with 
their families and friends. 
 
We had a further 4 members resign, because they are disgruntled with the running of the 
club. The committee had a meeting and discussed the issues raised. One was that 
everything in the club revolves around 2 meters and events and nothing about HF.  
HF is an individual sport / hobby, so if no one mentions anything to the committee or at 
the meetings, no one will know about it. The committee therefore decided to insert an 
item “HF” on the monthly general meeting’s agenda. That will give the HF operators the 
opportunity to mention their activities / achievements or anything they want to raise at 
the meeting. 
 
Seeing that I am on the topic of membership, in total we have a net gain of members. 
There are two reasons for that, one being the efforts of Donovan (ZS2DL) who under very 
trying personal circumstances presented RAE classes.  The other being people who left the 
rat race and moved to the Eastern Cape and although not living in the PE / Uitenhage, but 
in outlying towns, joined the club.  
 
Further to the RAE theory lectures it was decided that hands-on practical workshops be 
held. The first one was held and it was a great success, but Covid-19 cut any further 
workshops short. Once again thanks to Donovan (ZS2DL) and Shaun (ZS2SG) for taking the 
initiative and presenting the workshop. I am certain that when circumstances allow us 
more such workshops would be arranged and members will benefit from them. 
 
Activities: During the past year the club provided the emergency communications for no 
fewer than 15 events. Unfortunately no socials event was held due to a busy schedule.  
I am of the opinion that is a shortcoming and that we as the committee must endeavour to 
arrange a social or two in the coming year. 
 
During the past year a number of achievements were made by members on HF and they 
are Barry (ZS2NF) out at Uniondale, Donovan (ZS2DL) and of course Uli (ZR2A / DM5EE), 
our German friend, who is a DXer par excellence. He is working hard to get a spot on the 
for World Radiosport Team Championship (WRTC) that is to be held in Italy in 2022, an 
event that takes place every four years and in a different country. Good luck with your 
efforts, sure you will make the team. 
 
Container: Thanks to Jimmy and those who assisted him in clearing out the container as 
well as preparing a base for a tower to go up next to the container. 
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Awards: The list of awards made by the committee has been published in QSX. 
Congratulations to the recipients. The trophies and certificates will be presented as soon 
as the lockdown level allows us to have meetings. 
 
Finances:  For the sake of transparency the committee thought it fitting to have the 
financial books audited by an external auditor. Our treasurer, Mike (ZS2MIC) arranged that 
a chartered accountant drew up the financial statements. Although we did not have the 
income from a number of events, the club still made a profit. However, next year is going 
to be a different story due to all the events that were cancelled. Thanks to Mike (ZS2MIC) 
for stepping in to take over the treasurer portfolio. 
 
A club is nothing without members. To you one and all as members of PEARS I thank you 
for your support to the committee, the club and other members.  
 
As you are aware that Covid-19 brought about a huge disruption that affected all of us. 
Due to the lockdown regulations we could not have an AGM. After consulting with the 
committee members, all agreed to stay on until such time as we are allowed to have an 
AGM, even if it means until the 2021 AGM. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my committee for their loyal support and 
assistance during the past year and again for the fact that they are prepared to go that 
extra mile to stay on the committee until an election can be held. Without my committee 
members, who are each very competent in their portfolios, I would have failed this club of 
ours. 
 
Under normal circumstances I would now have said, “I now present my report for 
adoption,” that requires a proposer, a seconder and a vote, but seeing that is not possible 
I suggest that if you are not happy with my report you, contact a committee member or 
myself and air your views. I will then respond to your query. 
 
 
 
GJ Schoeman (ZS2GS) 
CHAIRMAN  
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QSX GETS ONLINE INDEX, by Chris ZS2AAW 
 
My late dad Trevor ZS2AE kept an archive of all QSX magazines going back to February 
1978. These came to my shack and have cluttered up the shelves since 2018.  In order to 
preserve the history, I set about capturing all the articles in each QSX edition into an excel 
spreadsheet.  
 
The magazine was a four page A4 edition in the late 70’s and changed to the current A5 
booklet size in October 1982.  The older ones are well yellowed with age .  It took paging 
through all the editions to capture the main articles and author, along with the month and 
year of publication.  At the same time, the society’s chairman and committee were 
captured for each year. But what to do with this information?  I wanted to make it 
available to any interested parties that may be looking for an idea for a project, or for 
information on a certain topic.   
 
Database 
That’s where the power of a database can be used – to make searching easy.  The list was 
imported into the society’s membership database, where it can easily be edited and added 
to as new editions are published.  But to make this available on the internet was the main 
aim, and this was achieved through the use of freeware called DBQwiksite.  This package 
allows one to publish data extracted live from databases of any sort, and even allows 
editing and adding records online if required.  In this case it is read-only, meaning the add 
or edit features are not made available.   
 
The QSX index is found under the NEWSLETTER page on the PEARS website, at 
http://www.zs2pe.co.za/Newsletter/Newsletter.htm . The index lists all articles with its 
author (where available) per edition, with the newest first, so that one can scroll down 
and back in time.  The edition Year/month is also a hyperlink to the scanned edition itself 
where one can simply click and read!  There are 500 index lines per page, so there are 
green arrows at the top and bottom of the page to go to page 2 etc.   
 
Sample Index: 

 
 
There is also a search icon to allow one to enter either a topic, author or edition and get a 
list of all results in a flash.  Just type in the text you wish to find and click on “Search”.   
This makes it easy to search for things like QRP projects: 
 

http://www.zs2pe.co.za/Newsletter/Newsletter.htm
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The above example gives the following list: 
 

 
 
One can also see all articles submitted by a person: 
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All these old printed editions were scanned into pdf format and uploaded to the PEARS 
website, so they are all available to read online.  The pdf versions were released from mid 
2002.  There are 11 missing editions that I could not source, so if you have one of these in 
paper format, PLEASE scan and send to me for uploading (2018-12, 2008-09, 2000-07, 
1994-05, 1994-01, 1993-05, 1992-08, 1991-05, 1983-08, 1979-08, 1979-01) 
 
Please try it out.  Send comments or corrections to me, should you find errors or omissions 
in the Index list – I did not capture the chit-chat articles, but if you feel one is in need of 
being added, I am happy to do so. 
 
PEARS Committees 
The same history is available for the society’s serving members, the captured data is 
viewable at the bottom of the “PEARS Committee” web page.  It’s interesting to see how 
many times a person has served in various portfolios over the years – take a look at 
http://www.zs2pe.co.za/committee.htm 
 
73 
Chris 
 

WAZS 1100 ACHIEVED by Andre ZS2ACP 
 
The SARL awards directory 
(http://zs6p.com/SARL_Awards_Directory.
pdf) indicates that Jan Botha, ZS4JAN, is the 
top ZS operator in the WAZS program, 
having reached 2000 ZS contacts. The 
closest to his score and in second place, is 
ZS4DZ with 1200 contacts. In 3rd place is 
ZS2ACP with 1100 contacts followed by 
Theunis, ZS2EC, with 1000 contacts. 
 
It is pleasing to note that the ZS2 division  
is in 2nd place behind ZS4, with 2 stations 
having attained 1000 and 1100 contacts 
respectively. 
 
From the editor: Big congrats to Andre and 
Theunis for reaching these impressive 
levels! Few people can appreciate the 
efforts and the time that is required for 
achieving these kinds of long-term awards. 
  

http://www.zs2pe.co.za/committee.htm
http://zs6p.com/SARL_Awards_Directory.pdf
http://zs6p.com/SARL_Awards_Directory.pdf
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ZS2 SPRINT RESULTS, by Dave ZS2DH 
 
ZS 2 Sprint – 19 July 2020 
 
A big THANK YOU to all who took part and submitted a log! We trust you all had fun. 
Perhaps next year we will have a few more logs submitted as there were a number of 
people just “giving away points”. 
 
A total of 770 QSOs were made – 143 of them with ZS2 stations. This is 19% ! Thank you! 
 
31 logs were received, but fortunately due to a few tie positions, everyone managed a top 
30 finish . 
 
Clearly working the club call stations is the way to get ahead in this contest! 
 
The PEARS had two participating “club call signs” taking part: ZS2PE the official club call 
sign and ZS1820S a special event call sign of the PEARS to commemorate 200 years of the 
British Settlers’ arrival. Both of these stations were kept busy – mostly because they were 
worth extra points each! 
 
ZS2PE came out on top with operator Mitch Rundle (ZS2DK) putting in a staggering 82 
QSOs in the 60 minutes. Theunis Potgieter (ZS2EC) operating the ZS1820S call sign also 
made a top 5 listing! 
 
Apart from Mitch, they busiest station was ZS1SJ Sybrand Cillie who logged 59 QSOs! 
 
Another station worth a mention is 
that of Shaun Gilbert ZS2SG with his 
71 points putting him in 4th position in 
his first ever contest! Well done 
Shaun! 
 
The PEARS would like to thank 
everyone who took part and helped 
make this a really great contest and to 
invite you to put the event on your 
calendar for next year! 
 
 

       2020 Sprint Certificate to ZS2DK (ZS2PE) 
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ZS2 Sprint 2020 
Final results 

 
Pos Station Score   Logs received  
  1 ZS2PE 161    ZS1    5 
  2 ZS2DH 100    ZS2    6 
  3 ZS2AL 98    ZS3    1 
  3 ZS2NF 98    ZS4    2 
  4 ZS2SG 71    ZS5    4 
  5 ZS1820S 67    ZS6  13 
  6 ZS1CF 64    Other   1 
  7 ZS1SJ 63       
  8 ZS6WT 45    Total 32 logs 
  9 ZS5DCF 42    
10 ZS1H 41    
11 ZS6ARQ 40    
11 ZS6PVT 40    
12 ZS3RW 35    
13 ZS6JOE 30    
14 ZS4JAN 28    
15 ZS6ANT 27    
15 ZS6HI 27    
16 ZR6TVK 26    
16 ZS6BOS 26    
16 ZS6GRT 26    
17 ZS6JJK 25    
18 ZS2GS 23    
19 ZS6KED 22    
20 ZS6CRS 21    
21 ZS5AYC 20    
22 ZS1CO 17    
23 ZS1N 16    
24 ZS5QR 15    
25 ZS4DZ 10    
26 ZS5XT   4    
26 ZS6JBZ   4    
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THE 4-WHEELER ANTENNA, by Andrew ZS2PA 
 
I was looking at a few homebrew antennas and was thinking about a fieldday antenna. As 
you all know if you operate a dipole on 40 meters you require quite a lot of space. That is 
to keep the wires in a straight line and as high as possible. Especially if you are camping 
you get some weird looks when you take up the whole campsite (not to mention 80 
meters) 
 
Well what to do? 
 
This is the idea I came up with…..Yes, it is not new but have you built one? 
 
Parts required: 
1 plastic box (Builders Warehouse R30)  2 round eye bolts  
large washers and a few bolts    1 mast (telescopic) 
2 small rods plastic      1 small aluminium pipe 
4 old weed eater reels (That’s what I had) 1 female PL259 connector 
20 meters of electrical fence wire.   1 plastic block 
40 meters of nylon rope.     1 meter threaded rod 
 

 
 
Drill two holes on either side of the box, insert eye bolts and secure with large washers on 
either side. The bolts must not touch on the inside. Drill hole for female PL259 connector 
and insert. As I did not have a toroid available for a RF balun I just wound some of my RG 
58 around the base of the mast pole. I used 10 turns. Solder centre tap to top eye bolt and 
solder earth tap to bottom. Make sure that the aluminium pole shown above is secured 
and not touching bottom eye bolt. 
 
Place washer on either side of the eye bolt and secure both sides with a bolt. Please see 
picture below. 
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Here are a few pictures showing what it looks like. Make sure that when you wind the wire 
on the reels insure that you drill a hole through and pull approx. 20 mm of wire so that it 
touches the washer. As shown below. Also see the use of wing nut. 
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I think a few pictures speak more than a thousand words. 
 
Sorry for the last pics! They come from a video I took, but the basic layout is as follows. 
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Now all you do is put your mast up. Secure 4-Wheeler to mast approx. 0.75m from base. 
Loosen the wing nuts of the top electrical fence wire reel, unwind the cable, insert through 
the bottom aluminium pole and then thread up to the two eye terminals on the two poles 
in the V configuration.  
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Next, unwind the reel next to the top electrical fence wire reel (insure that you wind 20 
meters of nylon rope onto this reel). Secure this nylon cable to the electrical fence wire. 
 
Place two non-conductive poles approx. the same distance as what your mast pole height 
is. Place these two poles about 2 meters apart. Use the bottom reels and unwind the cable 
and do the same as you did with the top real. See Layout Fig 1. 
 
Pull out equal amouts to get your antenna at the correct length and adjust to the lowest 
SWR. I worked a few stations on 40m 30m and 20m with very satisfactory results. 
 
I would suggest once you get your SWR 100 % for your frequency use heat shrink over the 
cable for each frequency, e.g. blue for 40m, green for 30m, yellow for 20m, two blues for 
15m, etc. 
 
Regards ZS2PA 
 

MORE NEWS ON SOLAR CYCLE 25 
 
The ARRL Letter at http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter?issue=2020-07-09#toc03 is reporting 
about a new study that raises hope for an above-normal to excellent upcoming solar cycle 
25. This is in contrast to the predictions that had been published so far. 
 
The group of scientists associated with a number of reputable institutions is predicting a 
maximum of 233 sunspots with a 95% confidence range of 153 to 305 spots. The 
predictions by NASA/NOAA published so far are expecting between 95 and 130 sunspots 
while the past cycle 24 had 101 spots at its maximum in early 2014. 

 
 
Some great video on the past solar cycle 24 can be found at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mvPH_gDMarw 

  

http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter?issue=2020-07-09#toc03
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mvPH_gDMarw
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE TO RAISE A CHILD, by Dave ZS2DH 
 
While parenting methods around the world vary, a rule often heard is that it takes a village 
to raise a child.  This is especially true of Hammies.  Getting over the initial mic-shy stage 
can be daunting and one grumpy old man on the other side can ruin your perception of 
the hobby completely.   
 
Youngsters are typically daunted by the idea of talking to strangers – especially when they 
are typically so much older.  Telling a teenager to call the other person “Old Man” gets 
them very uncomfortable.   
 
Covid-19 has stopped a lot of activities – radio included – but has generated significant 
interest in our hobby.  The recent Youth Sprint held on Youth Day captured the interest of 
two young people in a block of flats in Port Elizabeth.  Jadeed and Mishkaat live next door 
to Theunis (ZS2EC) and they asked him about Amateur Radio. 
 
Theunis contacted me as the chairman of the Hammies Club Eastern Cape and asked what 
could be done to get these keen youngsters on the air as part of the youth contest.  To cut 
a long story short, thanks to Theunis making an effort, these two future-Hammies 
operated the ZS2ZU club callsign under the watchful eye of one of PE's great radio 
contesters. 
 
Theunis was willing, not only to forgo his own entry, 
but to make himself and his shack available to let 
these two try out the hobby.   
 
If reports are to be believed I think saying “They are 
hooked” would be an understatement!  To all those 
who made contact with the ZS2ZU station as part of 
the Youth Sprint and big THANK YOU!  It is through 
your patience and kindness that these children now 
have an enthusiasm for Amateur Radio that a few 
days prior to the contest was only a whimsical 
thought. 
 
And to Theunis – and many others like Theunis who are on the constant look out for 
opportunities to open the hobby to others – a big THANK YOU! 
 
Next time you talk to a new ham/unlicensed operator, spare a thought for how they feel 
and for the responsibility you have to the hobby to make them feel welcome. 
 
P.S.: After the log was uploaded, ZS2ZU completed WAZS-100! 
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PEARS D-STAR REPEATER, by Mike ZS2MIC 
 
We have been using analog repeaters for many years already, but D-STAR is something 
else! Make no mistake - this is not only a digital repeater, but a portal to communicate to 
any digital repeater in the whole world! This is done by linking the repeater to Reflectors, 
which are then connected to many other repeaters around the world. It is opening up a 
new way of communicating with other Hams around the world. I know what you all must 
be thinking, this isn’t the same as working DX with a homebrew antenna and you are right. 
But it’s a radio mode that you can use anytime when you feel to do so, without being 
limited by propagation.  
 
D-STAR gives you the opportunity to talk to certain groups, having discussions about 
certain topics, etc. and not missing out because propagation wasn’t in favor at that 
specific time. If you are a HAM that likes to meet new people on the air, having interesting 
discussions or just like to have a good rag chew, then this mode of radio is for you! 
 
There were a number of these repeaters 
allocated to amateur radio clubs hoping to 
spark more interest into a new world of 
digital radio. As most club members know, 
PEARS is fortunate enough to have an 
ICOM D-STAR repeater available for club 
use. This repeater was up and running at 
Lovemore Heights but seldom used by 
members. But D-STAR was fairly new then 
and not known by most people. Some were 
not prepared to invest in new radio 
equipment supporting this new mode. 
 
Chances are if you own a fairly new ICOM 
radio that it supports DIGITAL and D-STAR! 
Have a look and see. You will either see a 
“DIGITAL” or “DSTAR” logo on the radio’s 
face, if it does you are in luck!  
 
A few years ago, the repeater was 
damaged by lightning. It has since been 
repaired by ICOM and is working again. The digital repeater works like any other repeater 
as we know, but uses a computer that creates a gateway to other repeaters on the 
internet. These are tricky to set up as the mode has evolved since it has been launched a 
good couple of years ago. So, setting these computers up isn’t as easy as it seems, and 
takes a lot of patience.  
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The ICOM repeater consists of two units, a controller and VHF repeater. All of this is 
controlled and managed by a Raspberry Pi 3B+, and also links the system to the D-STAR 
network. The Raspberry 3B+ is built into the ICOM 
ID-RP2C Controller, replacing the traditional 
desktop computer. It is therefore much smaller 
and more ergonomic. The raspberry also runs 
with the Pi-Star software making it easy to 
connect to other repeaters and reflectors on the 
D-STAR network. 
 
The repeater will be up and running at Lovemore 
Heights soon and will be operating on 145.775 
RX, and 145.175 TX. You will need a D-STAR 
capable radio, and will also need to program your 
radio to link and unlink Repeaters/Reflectors.  
 
If you have a D-STAR radio and would like to get 
on the air, please contact me and I will gladly 
assist where I can. The hobby is evolving, and I 
hope to see some members on the digital 
airwaves soon! 
 
I can be contacted on my cell or email below; 
082 523 5677 / zs2mic[at]gen.co.za 
73’s Mike  
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THE HAMNET BLACKOUT WEEKEND 
EVOLVING WITH COVID-19, by Dave ZS2DH 

 
As with so many other aspects of our lives, Covid-19 has had its toll on the HAMNET 
blackout event with many people afraid to create teams, go camping, or do any of the fun 
activities envisaged by the organisers when this exercise was announced. 
 
HAMNET is about being prepared and expecting the unexpected, so “the show must go 
on”. The blackout weekend as advertised for the 29/30 August is on the cards and 
happening. A lot has changed and this is what you (now) need to know. 
 
You can enter as an individual 
While the team option is available 
and many will be getting together 
in small groups to share resources, 
schedule times on the radio, and 
enjoy the company of other hams, 
you are welcome to enter as an 
individual and operate from your 
QTH. 
 
You do not need HF to take part 
If you are trapped in a townhouse 
complex where the grumpy muggles refuse you the right to install HF antennas, or you do 
not have a rig suitable for HF, you can still take part. 
 
You do not need to be off-grid to take part 
This is a training exercise for SARL HAMNET and as such we need to test ourselves and 
establish our own readiness – both personally and as a collective.  Part of this is identifying 
our weak points.  In a small team, resources such as solar panels, batteries, generators, 
and cooking gear can be shared.  If you want to take part from your QTH there is nothing 
stopping you from setting up a  “field station” and operating completely off-grid in the 
spirit of the exercise.  If, however, you do not have the necessary equipment (or time 
available) you can operate anyway you see fit.   
 
You do not need to be on for 24 hours 
If you do not have the time available (or the energy) to remain vigilant for the full 24 hour 
period, you can join and leave as you see fit.  There is a WhatsApp group that will be set 
up – not for sending messages, but for controlling the activity.  So if you need to take your 
team off the air, you can simply let Ed (the Exercise Director – Rickus) know in the 
WhatsApp group and he will stop sending messages to you.  When you return you can let 
him know to once again include you in the flurry of activity. 
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You do not need to be a HAMNET member to take part 
In fact, you do not even need to be a member of the SARL.  Assuming you are a legally 
licensed operator operating within the legal framework of the country, you are welcome 
to take part. 
 
So here is the skinny: 
Port Elizabeth has had an earthquake! Communications are down and several service 
interruptions are being experienced all over the metro area.  You may have power, you 
may not.  You may have company, you may not. 
 
Those with HF capabilities have setup comms with various other major centers – all 
strangely experiencing a similar fate!  In the spirit of HAM radio, we will relay messages for 
ourselves and others who may not have HF capabilities. 
 
Those with no HF capabilities at their station can register and will be given messages to 
deliver to other teams around the country.  While some may well be in VHF range (if you 
are asked to get a message to one of the local teams for example) but they will more often 
than not be teams located in other areas.  In this case, you are welcome to employ any of 
the local HF teams to get your message relayed. 
 
If you are operating as an HF station, you can choose whether you want to use a VHF 
team/individual or put up your own internet connection and handle your own “computer 
work”.  You may also choose to simply relay messages for other VHF-only stations (or HF 
stations with no current comms path to their intended target). 
 
Let’s look at some examples: 
Let’s assume V1, V2, and V3 are all VHF teams and H1, H2, and H3 are HF teams. Once 
again please remember that a “team” can be one person or more. 
 
Case 1: A VHF-HF team 
Let’s say that V1 and H1 are a team.  This means H1 will not have/need internet.  Any 
messages from Ed will be collected by V1, sent to H1 and from H1 to the intended team on 
the other side.  When H1 gets a message from a remote team, V1 will be given the 
message and log it on the website. 
 
Case 2: A VHF-only team 
Let say V2 is a VHF only team or individual.  V2 registers on the website as a team.  This 
means Ed will send them messages to deliver and instruct other teams to send messages 
to them.  V2 looks on the website and finds a message for “ZS6Blaa-blaa”.  On VHF 
(obviously) they ask any HF station with comms to “ZS6Blaa-Blaa”?  Team H3 says they can 
relay and so they do. 
 
ZS1Blaa-Blaa contacts “Any HF station in PE to relay to V2”? H3 takes the call and gets the 
message which they then relay to V2 who then captures the message on the web. 
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It could happen that the next message for V2 to send is to ZS1BLAA-BLAA.  V2 might ask 
H3 if they still have comms with ZS1BLAA-BLAA in which case H3 will relay the message. 
 
Case 3: An HF-only team 
In this example, H2 have their own internet connection.  They monitor their own messages 
for delivery and capture their own messages from remote stations.  They can (if they have 
capacity) provide VHF support to other teams (such as V2). 
 
The basic idea is to try and get ALL MESSAGES THROUGH.  This means if you hear someone 
battling and you can help, please do so. 
 
What not to do 
If you are going to be on-and-off, please consider getting someone else to be a part of 
your team (even if they operate from their QTH and you from yours).  The reason is we do 
not want a lot of teams joining and leaving – Ed will have his hands full and any 
unnecessary extra work is simply unkind. 
 
Don’t abuse the WhatsApp group 
Do not send messages (or chit-chat/jokes/comments) over the WhatsApp group.  It is 
there only for you to talk to Ed and for Ed to address you or the masses.  All inter-team 
communication MUST be done over RF. 
 
Please don't register and not take part 
There is a lot of effort that goes into an exercise like this and putting your name down 
implies you will be taking part – at least for a significant part of the exercise.  The number 
of messages needed by Ed is a function of the number of teams and each team needs 
messages for each other team, so you can see the amount of work that is needed – both 
beforehand and during the exercise – so please be kind. 
 
Please don't show off 
You have a linear amp putting out a great signal – well that don't impress much when you 
SHOULD be on batteries and using power as conservatively as possible.  Please remain in 
the spirit of the activity. 
 
Please don't NOT register because you are unsure of something 
If this sounds like it might be something you would like to do then please join us.  Don't let 
something small stop you. If you are in any doubt – or have any questions, please contact 
Dave Higgs and ask.  I'm pretty sure we can sort you out (or at least your query/problem 
HI) 
 
What is all this about “computer work”? 
If you register as a team you will choose a username and password for the website.  You 
will use this username and password to check for new messages you need to deliver and 
to enter messages received from other teams.   
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Messages consist of: 
A message ID – a number the system needs to track the message from start to finish, 
A sender team name – this is needed to complete the message task, so if you are relaying 
please ensure there message receiver is aware of the originating team. 
A receiver team – the final destination for the message and the team responsible for 
entering the message on the website. 
 
More information is available  
on the official website at https://www.eyedeal.co.za/blackout where you can register and 
download the team booklet. Please remember the team booklet does not reflect the latest 
changes but will give some valuable information such as frequencies and modes! 
 
You can also take a look at https://zs2dh.co.za/hamnet-blackout-2020/ or contact Dave, 
ZS2DH via email at  om [at] zs2dh.co.za . 
 
 
 

 
  

CONGRATULATIONS 

BIRTHDAYS – August 

04 Barry Nugent ZS2NF  
04 Brenda XYL of Allan ZS2R Whitehead  
04 Tim Jones ZS2TIM  
06 Gavin Oosthuizen ZS2GAV  
09 Nicholas Thompson ZS2NT  
15 Chris Knowles ZS2CK  
15 Serge Smetryns ZS2SJE  
17 Rudi Venter ZS2M  
18 Al Akers ZS2U  
18 Maggie XYL of Ian ZS2IJ Moore  
20 Andrew Prideaux ZS2PA  
20 Ronel XYL of Errol ZS2EK Kleinhans  
24 Daschell XYL of Joe ZS2JO Geldenhuys  
26 Nicole Cummings ZU2NX 
29 Teresa XYL of Tim ZS2X Joubert  
 

ANNIVERSARIES – August 

01 Pat ZS2PJP and Ginny ZS2GIN Pullinger  
08 Neill ZS2NIL and Kerstin Purdon  
24 David ZS2DH and Beverley Higgs  
26 Terry ZS2ABB and Norma Flanagan  
 
 

If you are a member and your birthday or anniversary details are omitted or incorrect, 
please notify any committee member to update our records 

https://www.eyedeal.co.za/blackout
https://zs2dh.co.za/hamnet-blackout-2020/
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CONGRATULATIONS 

BIRTHDAYS – September 

02 Johannes Geldenhuys ZS2JO 
02 Mel XYL of Beavan ZS2RL Gwilt 
02 Renette XYL of Andre ZS2BK  
     van Deventer 
09 Andrew Bouwer ZS2AFB 
09 Merle ZR2MP XYL of Neil ZR2NT 
     Thomas 
10 Andre van Deventer ZS2BK 
11 Jane XYL of Clive ZS2RT Fife 
12 Jo ZS2W XYL of Al ZS2U Akers 
20 Ellie XYL of Rudi ZR2RCG Goosens 
24 Dylan MacDonald ZS2MAC 
24 Shaun Baumeister ZS2L 
25 Colleen XYL of Barry ZS2NF Nugent 
25 Sarita XYL of Albert ZS2BA Brand 
26 Caryn XYL of Graham ZS2GKP 
     Pearson 
27 Ewald Bouwer ZS2EHB 
28 Glen Cummings ZS2GV 
 

ANNIVERSARIES – September 

02 Allan ZS2BO and Joan ZR2ABA 
     Bowles 
06 Les ZS2VA and Lyn Barker 
11 Neville ZS2N and Sandra Bowden 
14 Paul ZS2PG and Daphne Galpin 
27 Graham ZS2GKP and Caryn Pearson 
30 Kevin ZS2KO and Monique 
     O’Donoghue 
 

  

BIRTHDAYS – October 

01 Eric Hosten ZS2ECH 
03 Kerstin XYL of Neill ZS2NIL Purdon 
04 Donovan van Loggerenberg ZS2DL 
05 Roslyn XYL of Andrew ZS2PA Prideaux 
06 Norma XYL of Terry ZS2ABB Flanagan 
08 Peter Ryder ZS2PR 
08 Vanessa ZS2VS of Christopher ZS2AAW 
     Scarr 
12 Neil Thomas ZR2NT 
13 Llise Dodd ZS2LLD 
20 Jimmy De Scande ZS2JIM 
22 Katti ZS2KVR XYL of Rudi ZS2M Venter 
26 Patsy Kruger ZS2PTY 
26 Stoffel Carr ZS2C 
27 Ted Smook ZS2TED 
29 Pat Pullinger ZS2PJP 
29 Bennie Greyling ZR2BC 
 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES – October 

01 Tony ZR2TX and Deidre Allen 
12 Donovan ZS2DL and Rosalee ZS2DN 
     van Loggerenberg 
17 Yacov ZS2YCL and Chantal Loock 
24 Al ZS2U and Jo ZS2W Akers  
 

If you are a member and your birthday or anniversary details are omitted or incorrect, 
please notify any committee member to update our records 
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HAM RADIO OUTLET-SOUTH AFRICA cc 
“Where Radio is a Passion” 

 

Port Elizabeth’s official distributer of YAESU, Kenwood and 
ICOM amateur equipment 

 

   
For all your Amateur needs from plugs to coax…. 

Give us a call 041 3711425. Speak to Donovan (ZS2DL) 
 

We Ship Country Wide! 
 

Visit http://www.hamradio.co.za 
 

For all your ham radio requirements!  

Sunday SARL and 
Monday Club Bulletins 

 

PEARS provides a local reading of the SARL 
national bulletins on Sundays in Afrikaans 
at 08h15 and English at 08h30.   
 
The PEARS club bulletins are transmitted 
Mondays at 20h00.  
 
All transmissions are on Lady’s Slipper’s 
2m repeater on 145,700 MHz as well as on 
70cm / 438.700 MHz.  
 
Please consult the PEARS webpage for any 
changes. 

Bulletin Roster 
http://www.zs2pe.co.za/bulletins.htm 

3 August Jimmy ZS2JIM 

10 August Beavan ZS2RL 

17 August Gert ZS2GS 

24 August Tony ZR2TX 

31 August Chris ZS2AAW 

7 September Mike ZS2MIC 

14 September Glen ZS2GV 

21 September Jimmy ZS2JIM 

28 September Beavan ZS2RL 

5 October Gert ZS2GS 

12 October Tony ZR2TX 

19 October Chris ZS2AAW 

26 October Mike ZS2MIC 
The bulletin readers are 

always looking for something 
to announce. If you have 
something to contribute, 

please forward it to the next 
reader.  

about:blank
about:blank
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Your Society’s Committee for 2019-2020 
Chairman Gert Schoeman ZS2GS 082 721 4010 gert1schoeman[at]gmail.com 
Vice Chairman, Events &  
Rally organising 

Tony Allen ZR2TX 082 956 2920 tony.zr2tx[at]gmail.com 

Secretary, Repeaters, Wifi Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 082 925 6367 christopher[at]peham.co.za 
Treasurer Michael Steenkamp ZS2MIC 082 523 5677 zs2mic[at]igen.co.za 
Technical/repeaters/SAR & 
Emergency comms 

Glen Cummings ZS2GV 082 411 2743 glenvanessa[at]gmail.com 

Socials, Scouts Interface, 
Container 

Jimmy De Scande ZS2JIM 083 650 9422 Jimmy.descande[at]gmail.com 

QSX Editor Ulrich Ann ZR2A 079 959 1684 dl2hbx[at]gmx.de 

CO-OPTED POSTS 
RAE Examination Admin. & 
Classes, HF assessor 

Donovan van Loggerenberg 
ZS2DL 

082 852 4885 zs2dl[at]hamradio.co.za 

Contest Liaison Officer Theunis Potgieter ZS2EC 064 901 8079 Zs2ec01[at]gmail.com 
Contest Scoring Dave Higgs 082 387 5657 om[at]zs2dh.co.za 

Replace [at] with @ when you want to send an email (this is done to try to prevent spamming). 

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services 

Local Repeaters: These repeaters form a separate sub-net in the PE - Uitenhage - Despatch area. 

Town VHF 
145.050/650 

88.5Hz, Narrow 12.5k 

Longmore 
145.025/625 

88.5Hz, Narrow 12.5k 

Uitenhage 
145.075/675 

Wide 25k 

Town UHF 
431.050/438.650 

Wide 25k 

<-----     IRLP available 
on this subnet 

Cockscomb 
431.000/438,600 

Add 88.5Hz for squ tail 

Viewlands 
431.075/438.675 

Add 88.5Hz for squ tail 

<-----  These form 
linking hubs for 

events, hence no tail 

DMR 
430.675/438.275 

QTH: ZS2VA 

D-Star 
145.175/775 
QTH: ZS2N 

Cape Linked System Repeaters: 
These form the PEARS long-range 2-metre repeater system, in conjunction with the Border, Southern Cape and WCRWG 

systems. See www.zs2pe.co.za/Repeaters/repeaters.htm for more details. 

Lady's Slipper 
145,100/700 

88.5Hz, Narrow 12.5k 

Grahamstown 
145,150/750 

Wide 25k 

Cradock 
145,050/650 

Wide 25k 

Noupoort (link only) 
438,750 / 438,675 

Wide 25k 

Colesberg  
431,075/438,675 

Wide 25k 

Kareedouw 
145,125/725 

Plett 
145,175/775 

Brenton 
145,075/675 

APRS/Packet network: 

ZS0NTP Node 
Lady’s Slipper 

434,800 1200bd 
439.850 9600 bd 

ZS0KDK APRS Digi 
Mount Road 

434,800 1200bd 

ZS0KDB APRS Digi 
Longmore 

434,800 1200bd 

 

VHF Beacon: 50,007 MHz FSK – ZS2X, 25 Watts into 2 element Yagi beaming north. 

Banking details (for subs & donations): NEDBANK SAVINGS ACCOUNT No. 221 252 7594, Bank code 121217, A/C name: Port 
Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society. Please use call signs as a reference. 

 

Disclaimer. 
Note: The Editor, nor any PEARS club member, shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article 
and/or drawing contained in this newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the 
Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club. The material contained in this newsletter is not 
meant to defame, purge, humiliate and/or hurt someone's person or feelings. 
If copyright is unintentionally infringed, we apologize. This newsletter is published as a free service to Amateur 
Radio operators and friends and is neither for profit nor gain. 
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IF NOT DELIVERED 
RETURN TO 

 
Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society 

PO Box 10402 
LINTON GRANGE 

6015 

 
AMATEUR RADIO is the hobby for RADIO EXPERIMENTERS 

and those who like to fiddle with ELECTRONICS, 
COMMUNICATIONS or COMPUTERS 


